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SAMPLE EXERCISES - THE LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW by Washington Irving
EXERCISE 5

COMPLEMENTS

Identify the complements in the following sentences. Label the underlined words:
d.o. = direct object
i.o. = indirect object
o.p. = object of preposition

p.n. = predicate nominative

p.a. = predicate adjective

____1.

The dominant spirit, however, that haunts this enchanted region and
seems to be commander-in-chief of all the powers of the air is the
apparition of a figure on horseback without a head.

____2.

He was a native of Connecticut, a State which supplies the Union with
pioneers for the mind as well as for the forest, and sends forth yearly
its legions of frontier woodsmen and country schoolmasters.

____3.

His head was small, and flat at top, with huge ears, large green glassy
eyes, and a long snipe nose . . .

EXERCISE 6

PHRASES

Identify the phrases in the following sentences. Label the underlined words:
par = participle

ger = gerund

inf = infinitive

appos = appositive

prep = preposition

____1.

A drowsy, dreamy influence seems to hang over the land, and
to pervade the very atmosphere.

____2.

They are given to all kinds of marvelous beliefs, are subject to trances
and visions, and frequently see strange sights, and hear music and
voices in the air.

____3.

The schoolhouse stood in a rather lonely but pleasant situation, just
at the foot of a woody hill, with a brook running close by, and a
formidable birch tree growing at one end of it.

EXERCISE 9

STYLE: FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Identify the figurative language in the following sentences. Label the underlined words:
p = personification

____1.

m = metaphor

s = simile

o = onomatopoeia

h = hyperbole

It is said by some to be the ghost of a Hessian trooper . . . who is ever and
anon seen by the country fold, hurrying along in the gloom of night, as
if on the wings of the wind.
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____2.

And that rushing speed with which he sometimes passes along the Hollow,
like a midnight blast, is owing to his being belated, and in a hurry to get
back to the churchyard before daybreak.

____3.

He was tall, but exceedingly lank, with narrow shoulders, long arms and
legs, hands that dangled a mile out of his sleeves . . .

EXERCISE 12

STYLE: ALLUSIONS AND SYMBOLS

Identify the type of allusion used in the following sentences. Label the underlined words:
a. mythology

b. religion

c. chivalry/Medieval romance

d. folklore/superstition

____1.

I had wandered into it at noontime, when all nature is peculiarly quiet,
and was startled by the roar of my own gun, as it broke the Sabbath
stillness around, and was prolonged and reverberated by the angry echoes.

____2.

Certain it is, the place still continues under the sway of some witching
power that holds a spell over the minds of the good people . . .

____3.

His only resource on such occasions, either to drown thought or drive
away evil spirits, was to sing psalm tunes.

EXERCISE 13

STYLE: LITERARY ANALYSIS – SELECTED PASSAGE 1

Read the following passage the first time through for meaning.
Another of his sources of fearful pleasure was to pass long winter evenings with the
old Dutch wives as they sat spinning by the fire, with a row of apples roasting and
spluttering along the hearth, and listen to their marvelous tales of ghosts and goblins,
and haunted fields, and haunted brooks, and haunted bridges, and haunted houses,
and particularly of the headless horseman, or galloping Hessian of the Hollow, as they
sometimes called him. He would delight them equally by his anecdotes of witchcraft,
and of the direful omens and portentous sights and sounds in the air, which prevailed
in the earlier times of Connecticut; and would frighten them woefully with speculations
upon comets and shooting stars, and with the alarming fact that the world did absolutely
turn around, and that they were half the time topsy-turvy!

Read the passage a second time, marking figurative language, sensory imagery, poetic
devices, and any other patterns of diction and rhetoric, then answer the questions below.

SAMPLE EXERCISES - THE LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW by Washington Irving
1 Another of his sources of fearful pleasure was to pass long winter evenings with the
2 old Dutch wives as they sat spinning by the fire, with a row of apples roasting and
3 spluttering along the hearth, and listen to their marvelous tales of ghosts and goblins,
4 and haunted fields, and haunted brooks, and haunted bridges, and haunted houses,
5 and particularly of the headless horseman, or galloping Hessian of the Hollow, as they
6 sometimes called him. He would delight them equally by his anecdotes of witchcraft,
7 and of the direful omens and portentous sights and sounds in the air, which prevailed
8 in the earlier times of Connecticut; and would frighten them woefully with speculations
9 upon comets and shooting stars, and with the alarming fact that the world did absolutely
10 turn around, and that they were half the time topsy-turvy!

____1.

In Line 1 fearful pleasure is an example of . . .
a. personification b. simile c. metaphor d. oxymoron

____2.

The underlined words in Line 3 are an example of . . .
a. assonance b. consonance c. alliteration d. rhyme

____3.

Line 4 contains ALL of the following poetic devices EXCEPT . . .
a. assonance b. consonance c. alliteration d. repetition
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